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Lo all whom it may concern:
- Be it known that I, Georer CRICHTON, a

citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Pearl River, in the county of Rockland
and State of New York, have invented. a

new and Improved Fly-Trap, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

Among. the pripcipal objects which the

“present invention has in view are: to pro-

vide a 'device ‘of the*character ‘mentioned
which is- ecoriomical of construction and

sitnple of operation; and to provide a de- |

vice of the character mentioned having a
fixed: annular receptacle and a removable
central receptacle for liquid, together with

-means for readily removing the central re-

ceptacle. :

One embodiment of the present invention
iy disclosed in the structuve illustrated in
the drawing, in which the figure is & ver-

tical cross section taken on the median line-
of d trap constructed and arranged in ac-

cordance with the present invention,

As seen in the drawing, the major part of
the trap comprises an inverted bell-shaped
body 5, preferably constructed from glass
though any other suitable - inaterial will
The body 5 is prefer-
ably formed as a cone or half-sphere, at the

“apex whereof is formed 2 neck 6 having a

central opening to receive a stopper 7. The

stoppef 7 is preferably constructed of cork
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. which may be passed the saucer 11
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or wood, these materials being more adapted
to the particular service in which the stop-
per is employed. A bail 8 is pivatally
mounted in the neck 6 whereby the device
may, if desired, be suspended from an over-
head chandelier or other standing structure.

The lower portion of the body 5 is pro-

“vided with an up-curled portion 9 shaped.

as seen in the drawings to form an annular
trough 10 having a central opening t_hrou,%h
LO
raise the bottom of the body 5 frow its sup-
port it is furnished at suitable intervals
with feet or legs 12. The length of the legs
12 is sufficient to lift the lower edge of the
receptacle away from its support a distance
sufficient to permit the fly or insect to pass

below the opening surrounding the saucer 11..

The saucer 11 1s provided with a central
stem 13 at the upper end whereof is bored

an eyelet 14 to be engaged by a hook 15.

The hook 15 is provided with a screw thread
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to'be secured within the stopper 7 and to be .

supported thereby.  The hook 15 is of the-

open, typé which permits an operator to lift
the saucer 11 and the eyelet 14 thereof from-
engagement. with said hook, ’

The liquid with which the trough 10 and
the saucer 11 are supplied is of any suitable
character. Experience has proved that a
suitably sweetened and slightly poisoned
liquid serves as a bait and a destroyer for
insects. The liquid is supplied to the
trough 10 by inverting the body 5 and pour-
ing the liquid into the same upon the corked
portion thereof, the cork Thaving previously
been secured in service position.  When the
body is thereafter slowly inverted the liquid
quns down the:gide of the body and passes
into the trough 10. - .

The liquid is supplied to the saucer 11 by
removing the saucer-and while removed fill-
ing the same the required depth. To thus
place the saucer in operative position the
body 5 is lifted and the operator holding
the saucer by the pendant handle 16 threads
the evelet 14 over the houlk 15, the body of
the saucer passing above the inner edge of
the trough 10. :

The trap may be placed on any suitable
support, or as above indicated may be sus-
pended by medns of the bail 8. In opera-
tion the flies’ or other insects are attracted
by a bait of any suitable kind which brings
them within the compass of the opening of
the inner trough 10. . From this point the
flies pass up the inclined curled portion 9
antil they pass over the upper edge thereof
into the body 3, or sipping the liquid in the
trough 10 become thereafter stupefied and
by falling into the said liquid drowned. I1f
the insect leaves the upper edge of the por-
tion 9 he is encompassed within the body 5
and 1s compelled either to alight upon the
edge of the saucer .11 or the portion 9, or
within the liquid contained within either
the trough ov saucer. In any event, be-
coming dazed or exhausted sooner or later
the insect is tempted by the ligquid to par-
take thereof and to become thereby. de-
stroyed.

The operation of the invention is based to
a Jarge extent upon the known peculiarity,
that insects rarely will crawl downward
oxer a relatively vertical surface.
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H‘u ing thus desembed my 1nvent10n, wlmt

. I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
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ters Patent is:—
1. A fly trap comprising

open center and an annular trough extend-
ing within said body portion; a saucer the
diameter of which is less than the inner
diameter of said central opening within said
trough, said saucer having a centrally ver-
tically disposed stem provided with means
for . suspending said sancer; and means
mounted in said bedy portion at the median

© vertical center thereof to engage said stem

to suspend said saucer.

2. A fly trap comprising an inverted bell-
shaped body having at the lower edge .in-
wardly curled wall portions dlsposed to
forin an open center and an annular trough

surrounding samé; a saucer the diameter of

which is less than the said open center, said

~saucer having integrally formed therewith

an upwardly extended stem provided with

an eyelet at the upper end thereof; and a

_ a continucusly--
covered inverted body portion having an
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closure member for said body having means
carried thereby for engaglng the eyelet in
ald stem.

3. A fly trap comprising an inverted bell-
shaped body having at the lower edge In-
wardly curled wall portions disposed to
form an open center and an annular trough
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surrounding same; a saucer the diameter of

which is less than the said open center, said
saucer having integrally formed therewith
an upwardly extended stem provided with
an eyelet at the upper end thereof; a closure
member for said body having means carried
thereby for engaging the eyelet in said
stem; and a handle pendant from the bot-
tom of said saucer for manipulating the
same.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

GEORGE CRICHT D

Witnesses:

Arexanper OweN Criomton,
Kagrer Krantz.
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